
Top Ten ArTs-In-ed progrAms for JAnuAry

Favorite programs among Suffolk school districts

Title Artist/Art Organization Website Target Audience

Story Art Workshop Janine Bendicksen www.janine-art-travel.com K-5

Welcome to NY! Curriculum Alive!, Ltd. www.welcometonewyork.net K-5

Zumba, Zumba! Jeanine A. Ecklund www.broadwayplayers.com 1-12

Five Senses LI Center-Arts & Sciences dwaldenb@optonline.ne PreK-12

Strummin’ & Drummin’ Chris Marshak  www.strumminanddrummin.com PreK-6, Prof. Dev.
     dba Strummin’ & Drummin’

Night Sky Starlab Night Sky Educational Services www.nightskyeducational.com K-12

A Taste of Australia Christopher John Pitkin cpitkin@optonline.net K-12, Prof. Dev.

The Brain Show Singing Telegrams by Jeff www.thebrainshow.com K-12

Help! You’re Trapped in Todd Strasser  www.toddstrasser.com 1-12
    the Writing Process

Children’s Book Author/Illustrator Richard Torrey Studios Inc. www.richardtorreystudios.com K-8

DISTRICT STARS
Here is some of the recent feedback we’ve received for Arts-in-Education and Exploratory Enrichment programs. Your online evaluations are an 
invaluable resource for Eastern Suffolk school districts. Thanks so much to the following ‘district stars’ for sharing their views.

The Blue Project – Jared Campbell 
Jared is a dynamic presenter and has a gift for touching students at all grade levels. He mixes humor into the program in just the right places as  
a way of keeping the students engaged and thirsty for more. The power of his music resonates and his messages of kindness, acceptance, and the 
“awesomeness” that we are all capable of will be reiterated throughout the school year. Outstanding performances! – School counselor,  
Sag Harbor ES, Sag Harbor

Did you know?
There are many, many Exploratory Enrichment programs that support STEM instruction 

and Common Core Standards for science and mathematics. Be sure to share  
these programs with science and math teachers. To find and contract EE programs,  

visit the Arts-in-Ed at…
http://artsined.esboces.org/
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Communities of the World – Michael Harrold
In third grade, we study communities around the world. Mr. Harrold’s presentation gives our students real-life experiences about cultures around  
the globe. As always, we love having Mr. Harrold come to our school and speak to our students! Fabulous presentation! The students were engaged 
and really enjoyed the experience. They learned a valuable lesson about cultures. Thanks again! – Grade 3 teachers, Sawmill IS, Commack

Creativity in the Choral Rehearsal with David Fryling – David N. Fryling
Dr. Fryling instantly established a wonderful rapport with students. He engaged all of the students in my room and brought many students out of 
their “shell” and comfort zone to produce better musical results. He was professional, humorous, highly intelligent, and attentive to the smallest 
detail. The students had a wonderful experience and look forward to working with him again in April. Every high school choir should have the 
opportunity to work with a man like Dr. Fryling. He is truly inspirational to my students, and I feel everything he touches turns to musical gold.  
– Brendan Sparks, chorus director, Grades 11-12,  Longwood HS, Longwood  

The Golden Rule Show – Bierko Productions
Since it is the beginning of the school year, we are discussing how we can be good citizens in our new classroom. Being kind to others is also our  
#1 classroom rule! We discuss bullying throughout the year and how we should be treating others the way we want to be treated. The performers 
were wonderful and their voices were fabulous! – Grade 2 teacher, Rolling Hills School, Commack 
Wood Park enjoys Beth and Scott and we have them come year after year. They always put on a great show! Students and teachers alike are 
engaged. Thank you! – Wood Park School, Commack
Middle Country students also participated in this program.

Talking Empathy – Psychological Restorative Solutions
This workshop was excellent. It taught teachers multiple strategies on how to teach students to be reflective and accountable for one’s actions.  
It also taught strategies on how to teach students to be empathetic. It would be wonderful if there were more student-centered activities.  
The teachers and I are looking forward to receiving the educational materials. Dr. Robert Goldman has developed an important workshop that 
 is desperately needed in all classrooms. – Audrey Gottlieb, Literacy and CTE coordinator, Eastern Suffolk BOCES

Be a District Star…
and advocate for your Arts-in-Education programs! Your school can be featured in District Stars. Just submit an online evaluation for recent arts-
in-education and exploratory enrichment programs. In addition, we encourage schools to send us a summary paragraph, describing the program’s 
impact on student learning and curriculum connection, and/or a digital photo to Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

Long IsLand arts news

Welcome Ian Driver, new Director of NYS Alliance for 
Arts Education
Ian Driver is very pleased to become the new Director of the New York 
State Alliance for Arts Education (NYSAAE). Since 2008, Ian has served 
on the board of NYSAAE – the leading statewide service organization 
dedicated to stimulating support for arts education – and for the past 
three years served as the Alliance’s Vice President. Driver’s arrival follows 
the recent resignation of Philip Alexander who left to take up a new 
position at the Brooklyn Arts Council. 

Since 2007, Driver has served as the Manager of Education at The 
Performing Arts Center at Purchase College, the largest non-profit 
performing arts presenter in the Westchester, New York–Southwestern 
Connecticut region. The Center’s annual season of world-class performing 
arts has been supported for many years with an award-winning Arts-in-
Education program, under Ian Driver’s leadership garnishing The Center a 
regional reputation for its innovative approach to teacher development, 
education assessment, and program evaluation.

Driver is particularly excited to be taking on the challenge of leading 
NYSAAE at a time when the organization is building on its legacy as one 
of the primary arts education advocacy leader in New York State, and as 

a convener of a shared NYS arts education 
agenda. With an immediate goal to improve 
the organization’s online resources, Driver 
looks forward to building alliances that 
bring together practitioners, arts education 
organizations, and key stakeholders in the 
renewed drive to ensure that students of 
NYS are getting the best education available.

Prior to his career at Purchase College, Driver worked as an actor and 
educator in Great Britain, implementing educational programs for 
internationally recognized arts and educational organizations including 
The Royal Shakespeare Company, The Globe Theatre on Bankside, and 
Syracuse University’s overseas studies program. Alongside his work at 
Purchase College, he has continued to work as adjunct teaching faculty 
in Briarcliff Manor School District in NY.

Driver graduated from the Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic Art 
in Great Britain and has a postgraduate qualification in Applied and 
Educational Theater from the Central School of Speech and Drama in 
London. He and his wife, a financial journalist, live in Westchester, New 
York, with their two children.
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nY state arts news

Summer School for Promising Artists
Registration is currently open for the NYS Summer School for the Arts. 
The Summer School program gives NYS students an opportunity to work 
with arts professionals in all areas of performing and fine arts, from 
ballet and choral studies to theater arts and visual arts. 

The registration deadline is February 15, 2015. High school art students 
must register as well as sign up for an audition at http://www.oce.nysed.
gov/nysssa/auditions.html. NYSSSA asks that art students register two 
weeks before the auditions. Once again, adjudicators for the video, film 
and photography programs will be available to access students’ work at 
the Long Island Media Arts Show on March 27, 2015.

In October, Long Island’s PBS station, WLIW, aired a program about the 
summer school program entitled FOCUSED:  Creative Youth in the Empire 
State. The 30-minute program is now available on DVD for $14.95. The 
video gives a great overview of the program and may be worth sharing 
with your promising artists. To purchase, visit http://mountainlake.org/
programs/focused-online-release/#sthash.l4fkcBam.dpuf

Group Advocates for Arts Ed for Special Needs Students
The Arts In Special Education Consortium offers educators, administrators 
and key stakeholders concerned with arts education for students with 
special needs in New York opportunities to share perspectives, determine 
needs, and find solutions to meet those needs. Organized in 2007, the 
consortium believes in the following:

 •  “We believe the Arts reveal and deepen the capacity of students 
with disabilities.

 •  We believe the Arts provide students with disabilities important, 
and sometimes their best, means to make, understand and  
express meaning.

 •  We believe the Arts give students with disabilities increased access 
to the world and increased possibilities in it.

 •  We believe the Arts provide those working with and supporting 
students with disabilities critical insights and new entry points, and 

increased motivation and opportunity to grow new, meaningful and 
innovative partnerships.

 •  We believe in making more – and more – room at the table.”

To learn about consortium’s recent activities and upcoming conferences, 
join the ASEC mailing list. For more about this organization, visit its 
website at http://www.artsspecialed.org/

Newsletter Reports Education News around NYS
Education news, lesson plans and other resources are just a newsletter 
away! Each month, NYSculturaled.org sends out a newsletter that recaps 
everything happening around New York State. In addition, educators and 
administrators can share news and resources on the organization’s listserv.

To sign up for the monthly newsletter, send an email to LISTSERV@
listserv.nysed.gov. Leave the subject line blank and type the following 
command as the text of the message:  “Subscribe CulturalEd Your Full 
Name”. You will receive a confirmation email, which you will need to 
respond to in order to join the listserv.

natIonaL aIe news

Finding Innovation: What Economists Might Learn  
from Jazz Musicians
“Which is easier to identify: a sour note or a faltering business model?” 
asks Tim Wojan, bass trombone player for the American University 
Jazz Orchestra and second trombone for the NIH Philharmonia. Not 
surprisingly, Mr. Wojan says it’s the former. Consequently, he proposes 
that “the huge efficiencies in sorting out good ideas from bad ideas in 
the domain of music could provide considerable insight for the much 
more arduous sorting required for economic innovation.” He believes 
that improvisation and innovation are “identical processes applied in 
different domains.” To learn more about this musician’s theories, visit 
http://arts.gov/art-works/2014/taking-note-might-jazz-reveal-more-
about-innovation-economics-does

Overcoming Barriers to Creativity: Archived  
Webinar Available
Everyone knows students need to think creatively in order to achieve 
a deeper learning experience. However, there are many barriers to 
promoting creative thought in learning. Steven W. Anderson, content 
relationship evangelist for Promethean, examined the barriers and 
offered practical, real-world solutions in a recent webinar entitled 
Overcoming Barriers to Creativity. To view this archived webinar, visit 
http://www.instantpresenter.com/WebConference/RecordingDefault.
aspx?c_psrid=EB54D781894E
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natIonaL aIe news (continued)

Creative Education: Creating Tomorrow’s Creators
During the Industrial Revolution, education was designed to teach 
children how to be factory workers. Needless to say, times have changed. 
Today, the goal of education is to stimulate the higher cognitive 
processes of creative and critical thinking, according to Lois Hetland, 
a senior research affiliate at Project Zero, Harvard Graduate School of 
Education. In her Educational Leadership article, entitled Connecting 
Creativity to Understanding, Hetland discusses the value of play and 
risk taking in reaching this goal. “We need to help students recognize 
that what’s now the rule was previously invented by other people 
and that they, the students, can begin to participate in the process of 
creation themselves, practicing how to shape their own destinies.” To 
read the complete article, visit https://lms.manhattan.edu/pluginfile.
php/161292/mod_resource/content/1/Connecting%20creativity%20
to%20Understanding%20-%20arts.pdf

NEA Lists Best Picture Books
Picking a dozen favorite picture books is no easy task for a picture book 
lover. Still, the National Endowment of the Arts recently asked its director 
of literature, Amy Stolls, to do just that. Stolls has created a list of her 
favorite picture books published in the last five years. “I tried to give 
a range of styles to show what the picture book is capable of these 
days,” she reports. For the complete list along with brief descriptions of 

each book, visit http://arts.gov/art-works/2014/our-literature-directors-
favorite-picture-books

Arts Leader Addresses the ‘Trickle Up’ Effect of Arts Ed
In a recent Huffington Post article, Robert L. Lynch, president and 
CEO of Americans for the Arts, summarized the impact of the arts on 
American society. From improving high school graduation rates to 
inspiring American’s top innovators, like Steve Jobs, arts education is 
helping to “build our youth for the future.” To read the full article, visit 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-l-lynch/arts-education-transform 
_b_6051742.html

Funding Refocused: The Emphasis Should Be  
on Arts Making
The majority of funding for arts education is directed at activities 
related to arts viewing, such as field trips and in-school professional 
performances, according to Gary P. Steuer, president and CEO of Bonfits-
Stanton Foundation. However, for students to gain a high quality arts 
education, funding should be given for arts making led by a qualified art 
educator. Writing for the Huffington Post, Steuer offers several possible 
ways to fund qualified art educators. To read more, visit http://www.
huffingtonpost.com/gary-p-steuer/arts-education-the-need-for-more-
arts-teachers-in-school_b_6038306.html

CALL FOR REVIEWS OF RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

Residencies offer some of the most valuable Arts-in-Education experiences, giving students ongoing, sustained learning with artists and 
specialists in the arts fields. To honor the value of residencies, ESBOCES Arts-in-Ed will highlight these types of experiences in this monthly 
newsletter. Please send us a few paragraphs, photos (if available, and always w/ releases, please) to help us herald the residencies you are 

offering your students. Email Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

Mark Your CaLendar…

March 11-12, 2015.    Teaching Artists and Cultural Organizations Institute. This three-day institute will provide an understanding of school  
and school district cultures. Contact Lori Sop:  lsopp@esboces.org for Applications.

March 27, 2015.   Long Island Media Arts Show. Five Towns College.  Reigistration at:  www.esboces.org/page/306

April 30, 2015.    LI Student Shakespeare Festival.  http://studentshakespearefestival.blogspot.com  
or email Jeff Dailey:  Dpmusicart@aol.com

May 19, 2015.    Conference for Kids. SCC Riverhead Campus. Carol Brown  cbrown@esboces.org

August 11-12, 2015.   Uncommon Approach to the Common Core. Albany, NY
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Editors
Susan Neale      Diane Bloxon      Carol Brown 

Staff
 Judith Hallisey      Lori Sopp

www.esboces.org/AIE

Please submit articles and items of interest  

to Carol Brown: cbrown@esboces.org

631-286-6989  (voice)

631-286-6991  (fax)

WEB VIEWS

Quote of Month

“Don’t compare. You paint differently because you are different.”
– Frank Lynn, artist

edItorIaL staff:

PANEL DISCUSSES ROLE OF THEATER ED
In November, a panel of experts, including Tony Award winning director Kenny Leon, discussed the role of theater education in preparing students 
for college and careers. The discussion, entitled Creative Conversations: Arts Education Innovation, was presented by Arts Education director 
Sandra Ruppert at a National Corporate Theatre Fund event. To view a 20-minute video of the discussion, visit https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OQZJ-TNz1Lc&list=PLWp8K6ikw4YByiz3x45nfd7BgQod4-4kX&index=2

THE ARTIST AS SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR
According to Laura Callanan, the question isn’t “Are artists social entrepreneurs?” but rather, “What next?” Callanan, who was recently appointed 
senior deputy chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts, has been researching and writing about social innovation for some time. In a 
recent article, entitled On ‘The Surprise Entrepreneur,’ she suggests that artists “are essential to every conversation about social innovation.”  
To read more, visit http://arts.gov/article/suprise-social-entrepreneur 

BEST BROADWAY FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES
What were the best Broadway shows for young audiences and their family in 2014? In an end-of-year wrap-up, Camp Broadway has picked its 
favorite shows that opened during 2014. The group’s criteria included appropriateness for kids, ages 8-18; likelihood to be enjoyed by parents 
and other adults; quality of storytelling; quality of performances; and quality of various artistic elements (costumes, scenic design, lighting, sound, 
etc.). To view Camp Broadway’s favorites as well as learn about shows that are worth seeing before they close in January, visit http://www.
campbroadway.com/2014/12/09/camp-broadways-year-end-review/



Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board and Administration

President
Lisa Israel

Vice President
Sandra Townsend

Member and Clerk
Fred Langstaff

Members
 Pamela Betheil Joseph LoSchiavo
 Walter Wm. Denzler, Jr. Anne Mackesey
 Stephen Dewey, Ph.D. William K. Miller
 Chris Garvey Catherine M. Romano
 William Hsiang Jeffrey Smith
 Susan Lipman John Wyche
 
 District Superintendent Chief Operating Officer
 Dean T. Lucera Julie Davis Lutz, Ph.D.

Associate Superintendent
Barbara M. Salatto – Management Services

Associate Superintendent
Peggie Staib, Ed.D. – Educational Services

Assistant Superintendent
R. Terri McSweeney, Ed.D. – Human Resources

Directors/Managers
Keith Anderson – Building Services

Leah Arnold – Career, Technical and Adult Education
Kate Davern – Education and Information Support Services

Maureen Kaelin – Business Services
Colleen Lipponer – Administrative Services

Grant Nelsen – Technology Integration
Gina Reilly – Special Education

Darlene Roces – Regional Information Center
Candace White-Ciraco, Ed.D. – Planning and Program Improvement

www.esboces.org

Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of sex, gender, 
race, color, religion or creed, age, weight, national origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence victim status, 
genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other classification protected by Federal, State, or local law.  Eastern Suffolk BOCES also provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  Inquiries regarding the implementation of applicable laws should be directed to either of the Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES Civil Rights Compliance Officers:  the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631 687-
3029, ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org; or the Associate Superintendent for Educational Services, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631 687-3056, 
ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org.  Inquiries may also be addressed to the Office for Civil Rights at the US Department of Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor, New 
York, NY  10005, 646-428-3800, OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.
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